 3rd Trimester Science Project 
1. Participation in the Science Fair on March 19, 2015 during Open House is part of the 3rd Trimester Science Project grade.
2. Please bring your board to school in the morning on Thursday, March 19, 2015 and take it home starting @ 7:15pm that night at the close of Open House. 

3. Science Project boards will be on display in the Cafeteria during Open House from 6-7:15pm.  

4. 3rd Trimester Science Project topic instructions are below: “Staying Afloat”  
3rd Trimester Science Project  ***  Due Date: May 13, 2015
Parent Signature: ___________   Student Signature:_____________
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Staying Afloat

With its powerful hind legs, a frog can jump several times its own length—if it is on land.  While swimming, a frog isn’t exerting itself.  Instead, it’s swimming slowly and letting the water carry its weight.  Whether an object sinks or floats depends on more than just its weight.  In this project you will learn about forces that act in water and other fluids.  You will find out how these forces make an object sink or float.  You will also learn how these forces make common devices work.
Your Goal:  

To construct a boat that can carry a cargo and float in water.  You should compare different materials and designs in order to build the most efficient boat you can.

Your boat should:

· Be made of Metals only (some tape may be used to hold parts together)
· Support a cargo of 50 pennies, while floating in water, without allowing any water to enter for at least 10 seconds.
Get Started:
Begin by thinking about the shape of real ships.  Then look for common objects made from metal that you can form into a boat.  You might want to look ahead at Chapter 11  to learn more about what makes an object float.

Wrap Up:  

1. Do a typed write-up of your project which includes your name and a title, the materials used, the weight of the boat(scale available in the class), procedures that you took to undergo the experiment, any modifications that you made to your boat along the way and the results of your project.

2. Bring your boat with you to class on the due date along with your write-up.  We will be testing the boats in class. 
